


In the world of finance, these analytics challenges 
probably sound familiar:

•  It’s difficult to integrate growing data sets  
and ensure data veracity.

•  The process for creating analytics is  
slow and inflexible.

•  Manual processes bog  
down team members capable  
of robust financial analysis.



To meet these challenges, 
you might be researching 
new analytics platforms 
and forming a checklist 
of features you want in 
an ideal technology such 
as real-time data access, 
data set integration, and 
visualizations.



In the platform you choose, look for the following  
four major benefits to ensure you can make better  
and faster decisions, increase shareholder value, and 

grow your strategic leadership role and influence  
across the business.



The platform should enable you to influence 
short-term and long-term strategic decision 
making through partnership with the business.1



Rather than being a business function, finance has now become a 
business partner. As a result, CFOs have begun influencing decision 
making and behaviors to improve outcomes, and impacting strategy 
development and execution over the long term.

The Reality:



Your analytics platform should help 
finance become a more integral 
part of the decision-making 
process. It can do this by uniting 
data sets and providing daily 
monitoring of real-time data to 
drive short-term decision making, 
as well as historical data and 
predictive analytics to drive long-
term planning and forecasting.

The Solution:



The platform should provide visibility and 
transparency into operations to tell an 
accurate and complete story.2



When organizations have a lot of data it can lead to the data 
becoming scattered across disparate sources, causing confusion 
and not allowing for optimal analytics. If finance doesn’t have all the 
information, this can hinder more informed decision making.

The Reality:



It’s clear that analytics are informing decisions around the business. 
As a result, your platform should go beyond just showing KPIs in  
a vacuum. Rather, it should enable you to tell the whole story of  
the factors impacting the business situation at hand, and let you 
make an accurate evaluation.

The Solution:



The platform should enable exponential 
increase in your internal control 
environment without IT expertise. 3



CFOs have team members available to 
perform sophisticated analyses without 
the help of IT, but the challenge is 
these same team members are bogged 
down with other manual processes  
that prevent them from taking the  
time to gain insights.

The Reality:



An easy-to-learn platform can help you speed adoption, get more 
from your technology investment, and — most importantly — 
increase efficiency of various processes. Ultimately, a platform like 
this can allow professionals to perform robust financial analysis 
and gain insights crucial to the business.

The Solution:



The platform should liberate you from the 
complexities of the financial close and drive 
continuous improvement in execution.4



The financial close — also called “the last mile of finance” — 
is known as one of the most complex projects the financial 
department must handle.

The Reality:



By choosing the right analytics platform, 
you can turn the financial close into just 
another part of a project. With all data 
contained in one system, you have  
only one version of the truth. You  
can easily click through hierarchical  
and non-hierarchical data, and  
reporting can be integrated.

The Solution:



Moving forward

Analytics technology is increasingly defining how 
finance departments run daily operations, guide the 

organization, and propel business success.

This means you need the right platform to advance  
your financial agenda and your ability to make  

decisions over the short and long term.

Keep these four benefits in mind as you evaluate 
technologies to find the right one for your needs.



For information, tips, and tricks on analytics platforms, 
visit Qlik.com.

Learn more about analytics technology trends 
and stories on our blog. 
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